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Idolatry is in a man's own thought, 

not in the opinion of another. -John 

Selden 

In the penultimate Torah reading, 

Moses bids farewell to the people of 

Israel in poetic form, in the Song of 

Haazinu. It is a dense, compact, 

prophecy-laden account of the history 

of the world, from the beginning of 

time until the end of days. One of its 

sections deals with Israel’s descent into 

idolatry and reads as follows: 

“You grew fat and gross and coarse— he forsook the God who 

made him and spurned the Rock of his support. They incensed Him 

with alien things, vexed Him with abominations. They sacrificed to 

demons, no-gods, gods they had never known, New ones, who came 

but lately, who stirred not your fathers’ fears.” 

Rabbeinu Bechaye on Deuteronomy 32:17 (Haazinu) based on the 

verse above, explains that there are three types of idolatry. 

The first type of idolatry is purely in the mind. It is the belief, the 

acceptance, that there may be divinity besides or separate from the 

One God. 

The second type of idolatry, the one classically associated with 

physical idols, was the worship of statues. Apparently, ancient man 

was more sophisticated than we may have given him credit for. 

They didn’t necessarily worship lifeless inanimate objects. 

Rabbeinu Bechaye claims that they were somehow able to draw on 

the celestial spirits from the stars and constellations and infuse the 

hand-made objects with some semblance of life. It was those quasi-

alive statues that they originally worshipped. 

The third type of idolatry was the worship of demons who 

originated from the netherworld and in the “waters below the 

earth.” This, Rabbeinu Bechaye highlights was the lowest, the most 

despicable and the most disgusting type of idolatry, that even our 

original idolatrous ancestor, Terah father of Abraham, didn’t mess 

with. Terah and his family it seems had the power and knew the 

process to create the second type of idolatry, of infusing statues 

with a celestial spirit. However, members of the young Israelite 

nation were drawn to the third, the lowliest type of idolatry. 

Moses is warning us, in what was meant to be a song to be 

remembered throughout our history, to stay far away from all forms 

of idolatry. We should stay away from the brainy, cerebral, 

intellectual questioning and disassociation from our One God. We 

should steer clear from the “classic” worship of statues (whether 

they are lifelike or not). And we should have nothing to do with the 

stranger beliefs and practices of demonologists and their ilk. 

Let’s stick with the simple, faithful belief in God. 

 

 

 

I will get right to the point. This Rosh 

Ha’Shanah, we are focusing on the 

wrong thing. Instead of worrying how 

many people are allowed in shul and 

whether or not we need to cover the 

shofar with a cloth, we need to focus 

on how to crown Hashem – King of 

the world! This is a unique task – 

given exclusively to the Jewish nation 

– to say, loud and clear; Hashem 

Melech, Hashem Malach, Hashem 

Yimloch le’Olam Va’ed! (Hashem is 

King, Hashem was king, and Hashem 

will always be King forever!) 

Don’t get me wrong. We should definitely take the Corona/Covid 

(whatever you call it) pandemic seriously. We need to address 

some real issues and dangers but we also need to separate between 

the fact and the fiction. We need to follow the medical experts as 

well as the Halachic experts but here’s what we must not do: 
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worry, complain and “kvetch” about the crazy situation 24/7. As a 

matter of fact, let me help you with one small thing that will change 

your entire perspective on what is happening. Take the word 

“crazy” and replace it with the word “challenging”. We are not 

going through crazy times… we are going through challenging 

times. Or this one; “Today’s situation is really crazy” vs “Today’s 

situation is a real challenge.” 

As believing Jews, we know that Hashem is behind all of this, so if 

things are crazy, then He must be crazy… and He is not! Hashem 

knows exactly what He is doing and, while I don’t know much 

about the Creator of the world, I know one thing for sure; He is not 

crazy! Hashem challenges us. He pushes us to our limits. He wants 

to see us excel, overcome obstacles and reach our full potential. Do 

I know why things happen? Absolutely not, but we trust our Father 

completely. 

Think about this: On the 2
nd

 day of Rosh Ha’Shanah, we read the 

Torah portion dealing with “Akedat Yitzchak” (the binding of 

Isaac). The Netivot Shalom says that what makes this story so 

unbelievable is that Avraham never questioned Hashem’s 

command. All these years, Hashem was promising Avraham a son 

from Sarah. (Hashem even told him what the name would be!) 

Finally, in Chapter 21 of Breisheit (Genesis) when Avraham is 100 

and Sarah is 90, baby Yitzchak is born! The promise came true! 

There will be a continuation, an inheritor and a future leader of the 

Jewish Nation… exactly as Hashem had said! Avraham makes a 

party and everything is good. And then – in the next Chapter (22) 

– Hashem tells Avraham to take that very son, the one who Hashem 

Himself promised would take over after Avraham… and sacrifice 

him. What was Avraham’s reaction? “And Avraham arose early in 

the morning… took his son… and went to the place of which 

Hashem had spoken to him” (22:3) No questions to Hashem. No 

complaints. No “this is crazy” comment. He could have easily said; 

“Hashem, I will do whatever you want, but this is the son you 

promised me! You gave him his name and promised that he would 

build this Nation after me… so, how can I now offer him as a 

sacrifice and slit his throat? It doesn’t make sense…” Nobody 

would have said a bad word about Avraham, had he paused a few 

seconds to ask Hashem that question. Yet, Avraham did not ask! 

Real, unfiltered, pure Emunah (faith) in Hashem means doing 

whatever is required with “Mesirut Nefesh” (self-sacrifice) and 

leaving the questions to the university professors. According to the 

Netivot Shalom, that was the unbelievable act of Avraham – even 

greater than the willingness to sacrifice his son’s life. 

Fast forward about 3,700 years to today. We are in a challenging 

situation. Many people have suffered, and many continue to suffer. 

Yes, I agree. A lot of my friend’s state that the future is uncertain – 

but it is on this point that I beg to differ. The future for our Nation 

has never been brighter. Israel is growing and more Jews are 

coming home than ever before. The “ba’al Teshuva” movement in 

Israel has exceeded the most optimistic expectations with more 

Jews reconnecting to the Torah than ever before in history! We are 

settling and building the land. We are planting millions of trees and 

building new roads. Of course we have our challenges with the 

Corona pandemic – who doesn’t? – but we will overcome this 

temporary hurdle and continue to grow. 

Therefore, dearest friends; let the Gabbai of your shul worry about 

how many people can daven and let the Rabbi decide whether or 

not to cover the shofar… we have a different job to do. Through 

our thoughts, actions and unwavering Emunah, we must declare to 

the whole world that Hashem is King! Stop focusing on Covid 

and start focusing on Kavod (honor) that is due to Avinu 

Malkenu (our Father, our King). Turn the Corona-Nation into 

the Coronation of the King. This is our job and we need to 

embrace it and put all our energy into making it happen. 

May we be blessed with a happy and healthy new year and may we 

bring “nachas” to the King of Kings as He looks down and sees His 

Nation smiling, and proud of the responsibility He gave us to be a 

light unto the world and the bearer of His torch.  

 

  

 


