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After the historic divine 

revelation at Mount Sinai, God 

commands Moses to build a 

Sanctuary, the Tabernacle. 

The Torah provides extreme 

detail as to the composition, 

construction, and 

measurements of the inner 

components of the Tabernacle 

as well as to its structural 

elements.  

The central and most famous 

component of the Tabernacle 

is the Ark of the Covenant, 

where the two tablets containing the newly received Ten 

Commandments were stored. (It is not, contrary to popular 

belief, being held in a US government warehouse, after being 

rescued from the Nazis by Indiana Jones…). 

A curious design feature of the Ark is that it has two poles for 

carrying it. Well, that’s not the curious part. The curious part 

is that there is an explicit command that those two poles may 

never be removed from the Ark, even when there is no longer 

a need for them and nobody is carrying the Ark. 

The Meshech Chochma on Exodus 25:11-18 learns a deep 

lesson as to the necessity of permanently leaving the carrying 

poles in an Ark that is not being carried. 

He explains that we misunderstand the role of the poles and 

by extension, God’s role and relationship to us. 

The poles are not there to carry the Ark. The Ark, in some 

metaphysical fashion which we don’t understand, but that the 

Talmud verifies (Tractate Sotah 35a), carries itself. In fact, 

not only does the Ark carry itself, but it actually carries the 

people who think they’re carrying the Ark. 

To support his argument further, the Meshech Chochma 

brings the example of the second most famous component of 

the Tabernacle, the Candelabrum, the Menorah. According to 

Maimonides, the Menorah was lit not only at night but also 

during the day. Why light the scarce and precious olive oil 

during the day when there is no need for illumination? The 

Meshech Chochma explains that it comes to make the same 

point. God doesn’t need the light; not at night and not during 

the day. By lighting the Menorah during the day, the obvious 

lack of a practical physical purpose demonstrates that God 

doesn’t need it. The same point is made by the poles. The 

Ark doesn’t need the poles, and by having them permanently 

attached, even when at rest, it further demonstrates that at a 

deeper, fundamental level, they are not really needed. 

Ultimately, these physical examples inform our own 

relationship with and service to God. God doesn’t need it. 

God manages and will manage just fine without us. However, 

He wants us. He does want a relationship with us. He does 

want us to reach out to Him. He does want us to connect. Not 

because He needs us, but rather, because He wants us. 

May we always be wanted by God. 

 

 

 

Who should we vote for? The real question is not for whom, 

but rather, for what. What exactly are the various parties 

offering us? 

None of the parties that we will meet on Monday in the 

voting booth has a vision or heralds a message. In practice, 

God wants us, He doesn’t need us (Truma) 

By Rabbi Ben Tzion Spitz 

For Whom to Vote? 

By Moshe Feiglin 
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all the parties are busy trying to distinguish themselves from 

the other parties. “Vote for me because I am not like him.” 

The most prominent disappointment is of course, the 

Religious Zionist party, which for years pretended to present 

the Nation of Israel with the vision of redemption. All that is 

left of it is a forced connection of shards of feuding sectors 

with nothing more to say than, ‘Don’t go with the Likud 

because we are more ‘right wing.” 

For its part, the Likud says, ‘Vote for me, because the Blue 

and White party will go with the Arabs.’ 

The Blue and White party says, ‘Vote for me because the 

Likud is a party of criminals.’ 

Lieberman says, Vote for me – just not for the Ultra-

Orthodox. 

And for all of this emptiness, we are being called upon to 

come out and vote. No less. "You don’t have the right to 

surrender your right,” the Election Committee campaign 

explains to us. That is of course, absurd. If a store doesn’t 

have the merchandise you are looking for, you have the full 

right to decide that you will make do with what you have or 

wait for better merchandise. 

We all understand that a merchant who wants everyone to 

buy his old, outdated merchandise will not try to offer 

anything new. It could be that high voter turnout helps to 

perpetuate the current situation. From this perspective, a 

person who does not vote is improving the situation as much 

as someone who does vote. 

Beneath the surface, however, and without the parties 

intending this, there certainly is clear content for these 

elections. 

The coming elections revolve around two main questions: 

Who are we? 

To which state do we belong? 

In other words, these elections are about identity and liberty – 

democracy, if you will. 

Gantz is the king of the Israelis and Netanyahu is the king of 

the Jews. 

A person who answers ‘Who are we?” with ‘I am first a Jew,’ 

votes for Netanyahu. A person who answers, “I am first an 

Israeli’ votes for Gantz. 

But there is another question around which these elections 

revolve. ‘To whom do we belong?’ Does the State of Israel 

belong to its citizens and should it conduct itself according to 

what they choose? Or does it really belong to unelected elite 

power-groups (particularly in the legal system)? 

Those who do not trust the nation’s choice and are willing to 

deposit their liberty and democracy in the hands of unelected 

officials – vote for Gantz. 

And those who are not willing to surrender the full 

sovereignty of the nation – vote Netanyahu. 

On all the rest of the issues, there is no real difference 

between the blocs. They will both leave us more or less stuck 

in vision-less emptiness. (This does not include the immense 

difference between businessman Nir Barkat as Finance 

Minister as opposed to socialist Avi Nissenkorn, God forbid). 

The missiles will continue to fly in from Gaza and I sincerely 

doubt that sovereignty will be applied. 

But beneath the surface, these two basic questions whisper to 

us: 

The question of identity and the question of liberty. Even 

though they are being asked de facto, it is correct to go out 

and vote on Monday because of them. 

 

 

Ask any Israeli (certainly the 

under 30 crowd) who Assaf 

Goren is and they will all tell 

you the same thing: “He is 

Israel’s Ninja champion”. In 

case you’ve been asleep the last 

few years, this new sport is 

sweeping the world. Yes, when 

I hear the word “Ninja”, I still 

think of guys in black costumes 

swinging swords or turtles 

named Michaelangelo and 

Leonardo but that just shows 

my age. Today’s world is much 

different. The modern-day ninja is an incredible athlete who 

uses his/her strength and agility to successfully pass a 

rigorous obstacle course. This attraction has turned into a 

sport with millions of followers, as the ninjas compete 

against each other for serious prizes. 

Two weeks ago, Israel held its ninja competition and it was 

the #1 most watched show on TV. I have to admit that it is 

quite exciting to see these athletes perform, since I know that 

I couldn’t even pass their first challenge! The strength they 

have seems super-human and it is amazing to see what the 

The Ninja Who Said Sh’ma 

By Shmuel Sackett 
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human body (not mine, of course) is capable of doing. Well, 

after a very tough competition, the winner of “Israeli Ninja” 

was Assaf Goren. His last obstacle was to run up a wall, 

make it to the top and press the winning buzzer. His first try 

did not succeed but on his second attempt, he raced up as far 

as he could, grabbed the top of the wall and pulled himself up 

by his hands. He then raced over to the buzzer, pressed it – 

everyone screamed that he won – and then… standing on top 

of that wall, in front of live spectators and millions of fans 

watching on TV… he placed his hand over his eyes… and 

screamed out: “Sh’ma Yisrael Hashem Elokeynu Hashem 

Echad!!!” (By the way; he said the real Names, I just wrote 

“Hashem…” for this article). In short, the Ninja said Sh’ma! 

Growing up in NY and being an avid sports fan, I was used 

to seeing baseball players cross themselves as they stepped 

up to home-plate. I also remember NFL players – such as 

Tim Tebow – who took a knee and made religious gestures 

after a touchdown… but all my hours of watching baseball, 

football, hockey, basketball, tennis, wrestling and almost 

everything at the Olympics, did not prepare me for seeing a 

Jewish athlete stand tall and proud to publicly say Sh’ma – 

with the complete “hand over eyes” technique! And then it 

hit me… I no longer live in a Christian society… I live in a 

Jewish State. 

Whether you like it or not, life in America – even in the most 

sheltered communities – is life in a foreign, non-Jewish 

country. You can close your eyes as much as you want but 

you will still see hundreds of Santas in December and hear 

Jingle Bell songs on the radio. You will trip over Halloween 

ads in October and will see Easter Bunnies in April. Taking 

vacation on Chol Ha’Moed is often problematic and so is 

leaving early on Friday in the winter. Let’s be honest… 

there’s not much you can do about it, even with a US 

President who has Jewish, religious grandchildren! 

Life in Israel is much, much different. Yes, we have our 

problems, and we need to solve each and every one of them, 

but despite all the challenges facing Jews in Israel today, life 

in Israel is life in a Jewish country. The media and modern-

day “meraglim” (spies) always try to paint a depressing 

picture of life in Israel and many people are indeed 

brainwashed by the negativity, so I have taken it upon myself 

to simply focus on the positive. Trust me, I don’t ignore the 

problems or make believe they will just “go away” but even 

though I fight them, I don’t focus on them. My concentration 

and focus are on the positive aspects of life in Israel and, 

Baruch Hashem, they are all around me! 

I have always said that in Israel, you cannot run away from a 

Jewish life, and even the most secular person you meet will 

know he/she is a Jew. Every door has a mezuzah, every one 

wishes their friend “Shabbat shalom” on Friday, every bakery 

in the country is already displaying Hamentaschen, every 

hospital has a shul, every school and university is closed for 

all Jewish holidays (including Chol Ha’Moed) and Purim 

(not Halloween) costumes are for sale everywhere you turn. 

But it runs much deeper than that. Shuls – across the country 

– are full on Friday night with people you would not expect 

to see in shul. Bnei Brak on erev Shabbat and Yom Tov is 

packed – not just with Haredim – but with not-yet-religious 

Jews buying all their Shabbat/Yom Tov needs. Have you 

ever talked to these people? I have… and they’re amazing. 

They will admit that while they try to keep the laws, they are 

not perfect, so they buy ready-made food in Bnei Brak to 

make sure frum family members are comfortable. As I wrote 

above, the media loves to report about the negative and how 

everyone in Israel hate each other but nothing could be 

farther from the truth. I feel a tremendous sense of unity – 

with complete strangers - that you cannot buy in America, for 

all the money in the world. 

In conclusion, Israel is a Jewish state and it is a great honor 

to live and defend such a country. We are all brothers and 

sisters here and it’s a privilege to help build and strengthen 

this homeland. Dearest friends; do whatever you can to join 

us in the Promised Land. This is where Jewish history is 

being written, where Jewish unity is felt and where simply 

being Jewish is everywhere you look… heck, even our 

Ninjas are Jewish! 

Am Yisrael Chai! 
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Last week we published an article “Remembering Daniel 

Pearl” by Jeff Benson and we received the following 

response: 

Shalom Shmuel, 

I hope all is well.  I was just looking over the last Manhigut 

newsletter, at the comments on the late Daniel Pearl by Jeff 

Benson, from Connecticut. 

It is a bunch of nonsense. 

It is irrelevant who his grandfather was.  His parents left 

Israel and there is nothing in his public record to indicate he 

had anything in particular to do with anything Jewish during 

his lifetime.  He married a non-Jew.  

So basically he was killed for being something that was, at 

best, incidental to his life. 

Regards, 

David 

Here is Jeff Benson’s response: 

Shmuel - 

I find David's words "It is a bunch of nonsense" quite 

disturbing.  I could perhaps understand a whole lot of 

other responses, but "nonsense?" 

I don't have anything more to say to David than this: 

It is very meaningful that Daniel's last words were about 

his grandfather and it is very relevant that Ruth and Judea 

Pearl chose to highlight those words in their memorial 

book for their son. 

It is obvious to me that Daniel's Jewish identity stood at 

the core of his neshama.  And many, many people are 

today proud to proclaim and acknowledge their own 

Jewish identity because of Daniel - even 18 years after his 

murder people remember what happened to him and his 

response. 

David may believe he is right; but his words lack 

Chasadim (kindness).  The world cannot stand only on 

Torah and Avodah (ritual service).  

Jeff 

 

Another longtime supporter of Zehut sent in this: 

Regarding the UN's recent effort to hurt Israel by listing 

companies which do business with settlements in Judea and 

Samaria (the so-called West Bank):  instead of saying oy vey, 

we should say Wonderful!   

 

Indeed, those of us who are proud Jewish nationalists and not 

scared lemmings should see this as a golden opportunity-- to 

thank, and invest, in these companies!   

 

Kol haKavod to TripAdviser, Airbnb, Expedia, General Mills 

and Motorola-- just to mention 5 of the 94 you cited in your 

front page article last week.  (Jewish Advocate, let's have a 

list of those 94!) 

 

May many more American firms follow suit and do a 

thriving business in the soon-to-be-annexed Jewish Biblical 

Homeland of Judea and Samara! 
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