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All right Mister, let me tell you what 

winning means... you're willing to go 

longer, work harder, give more than 

anyone else. -Vince Lombardi 

The Middle East is and has always 

been a tough neighborhood. Even 

before the birth of the Nation of Israel, 

the land of Canaan, the land-bridge of 

Eurasia and Africa, the route between 

the Egyptian and Mesopotamian 

empires, was home to incessant battles, 

wars, alliances, and rivalries.  

After the Hebrew nation miraculously escapes the bondage of 

Egypt, they develop enemies almost immediately. Included 

amongst those enemies are their long-lost cousins, (descendants of 

Lot, who was the nephew of our patriarch Abraham), the nations of 

Ammon, and Moab. 

The enmity between the Jewish people and the Ammonites and 

Moabites is such, that the Torah states that they are forever 

forbidden to join the Jewish people (the Rabbis have explained that 

the prohibition was just against their menfolk). 

The Meshech Chochma on Deuteronomy 23:5 wonders as to the 

reasons given by the Torah which states: 

“Because they did not meet you with food and water on your 

journey after you left Egypt, and because they hired Bilaam son 

of Beor, from Pethor of Aram-naharaim, to curse you.” 

While one might understand the Moabite motivation to have the 

Jewish people cursed, but why is the Torah so incensed by the 

Ammonite and Moabite lack of hospitality? It’s one thing to attack, 

but another thing entirely not to be hospitable. 

The Meshech Chochma states that these nations should have known 

better. They should have realized that the people who left Egypt, 

the mightiest empire in history up to that time, who left a land 

devastated by God and whose armed forces had been completely 

wiped out, was not a people to be trifled with. Not only were the 

Hebrews who left Egypt worthy of awe and respect, but that respect 

should have translated into an obsequiousness that should have 

included peace offerings of food and water. 

Had these nations truly internalized that God was with the Jewish 

people, as the events of the time had unequivocally demonstrated, 

they would have sought peace and not war. It would have led to 

ongoing peace as opposed to generations of conflict. 

May our current neighbors figure it out. 

 

 

I made Aliyah in July 1990 and it took 

time until Saddam Hussein gave me my 

“Welcome to Israel” present. 6 months 

after my arrival, the Iraqi meshugana 

fired 39 scud missiles into Israel. Sirens 

went off and, like all other Israelis, my 

family and I sat in our sealed rooms 

hoping and davening that we would be ok. 

When we heard the siren, the first thing 

we had to do was to put on our masks… 

big, bulky and scary looking ones! 

Israel’s security services were worried 

that Saddam had armed the missiles with chemical warheads so 

every citizen, resident and tourist were given gas masks. We went 

everywhere with them because we never knew when this evil 

person would press the “fire” button. That was life back in early 

1991. 

Fast forward to 2020. A lot has changed in the world and things we 

use daily didn’t even exist back in “those old days”. Amazon, 

Google, Kosher Pizza Hut… how did we survive? Do you realize 

that in 1991 Carlebach was the only one davening Carlebach, 

nobody knew any vegans, there was a “one hour photo” on every 

block in Manhattan and the coolest way to send a letter was by fax? 

Well, after all that technology and modernization, one thing hasn’t 

changed… I’m still schlepping around a mask! 

Yes, the mask has gotten smaller and folds neatly into my pocket 

(could never do that with my gas mask) but it’s still a mask. Like 

everyone else, I have a spare mask in my tallis bag, car, office and 

pants pocket (never had a spare gas mask, by the way…) but it’s 

still a mask. Today’s mask comes in different colors/shapes and 

many have logos and messages but no matter what you do to it… 

it’s still a mask. In short; I wore a mask in 1991 and am still 

wearing one in 2020. 

Respect the Champion (Ki Tetze) 

By Rabbi Ben Tzion Spitz 

From One Mask to Another 

by Shmuel Sackett 
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While these masks are quite different in design and purpose, the 

reaction to them is pretty similar. In 1991 I was an anti-mask guy. I 

saw the gas mask as a capitulation to terror. I did not want to sit in 

my room listening to the radio about where the scud was expected 

to land. I wanted the radio to report about where our Israeli missiles 

were landing in Bagdad. I wanted the enemy to wear gas masks… 

not us. I prayed that Israeli fighter jets would fly into Iraq - as they 

did a few years earlier to blow up the nuclear reactor. Instead, 

sirens went off, we gathered up the crying kids, ran into the sealed 

room and put on the masks. Yes, I did this (well, most of the 

time… just not at 2:30am when I came to the conclusion that it’s 

better to get hit by a rocket than wake up sleeping kids) but I really 

didn’t like it. To me, the mask was symbolic of weakness and fear 

and I had made Aliyah to be strong and unafraid! Baruch Hashem, 

we made it through those challenging days and the gas mask was 

stored away. 

It is now 29 ½ years later and this time, we don’t wait for sirens nor 

do we wear our masks inside our homes. In 2020 our masks are 

worn primarily outside, when we are around other people and not 

because of Saddam Insane but because of a different enemy; a 

super tiny unseen virus called Corona, Covid-19 or my personal 

favorite coined by President Trump; “The China Virus”. Once 

again, the mask controversy is front and center with people saying 

yes, no and everything in between (whatever that means…) Believe 

it or not, while I was a very anti-mask guy in 1991 I am actually a 

pro-mask guy in 2020 but for a completely different reason. I am 

not “pro-mask” because I believe it helps keep me, you – or anyone 

– safe. I am “pro-mask” because I know how important it is to my 

neighbors. Period. 

In 1991, if I didn’t wear a mask, nobody said “boo” because if a 

scud hit and was filled with a chemical I should have learned about 

in 11
th

 grade, the one without the mask (me) would have been the 

only one affected. Therefore, people looked at me like I was weird 

(I’m used to that…) but really didn’t care if I put on the mask or 

not. In 2020 it’s a whole different ballgame. People look at a non-

mask-wearer and see danger for themselves and guess what? 

Perception is reality! If someone perceives that he/she is in danger 

then they are! It doesn’t matter what the facts are or what some 

anti-masker says. People today are nervous, anxious and full of 

tension and whether or not these fears are justified makes no 

difference. Therefore, if I can alleviate some of those fears and help 

calm my neighbors by wearing some silly mask, I will do it with a 

smile… even though you can’t see me smiling! 

In conclusion; in 1991 while waiting for a SCUD, I didn’t follow 

the rules and instead drank a BUD… but in 2020 I am ready for the 

TASK by caring for neighbors and wearing my MASK. 

Let’s get through these challenging times together and emerge from 

these days stronger and more united than before.  

Am Yisrael Chai! 

 

 

The F-35 fighter is the biggest pile of junk in the world-wide 

history of advanced technology and its development will not end. 

It is doubtful if it can even reach its strategic targets in Iran 

effectively and I have written much about this previously. 

On entering the White House, President Trump considered 

cancelling the project but he, too, understood that the government is 

in too deep with Lockheed Martin and cannot allow this white 

elephant to come crashing down on its head. 

Independent countries have cancelled orders for the plane but in 

difficult times like these, what are friends for? Friends like Israel – 

who in any case receives "aid" – and suckers like the gulf states – 

who "pay cash" (Trump). 

By the way, the biggest swamp of corruption in Israel appears to 

surround the national security complex and the enormous sums 

expended on security acquisitions under the aegis of our famous 

security ethos and "top-secret" security concerns. These serve as an 

uncontrollable temptation to accede to U.S. pressure and to the 

solicitation of Lockheed Martin to buy this unnecessary white 

elephant, instead of the advanced F-15 (for example). 

"Barak pocketed a cut from every arms deal" explained former 

Prime Minister Ehud Olmert to his loyal (and recording) Shula. 

I haven't researched who was the Defense Minister who approved 

the Israeli F-35 deal – you can check for yourselves… 

Concerning Netanyahu and the current deal: 
The man who was willing to release to Gaza all the Hamas 

leadership at that time (something that even Olmert didn't dare to 

do) in return for a photo opportunity with Shalit on the helicopter 

exit ramp – an act that was directly responsible for the subsequent 

deaths of many soldiers and the deterioration of Israel's strategic 

standing -  is certainly capable of convincing himself that this deal 

will not hurt us (and maybe that is even true) and to thereby 

indirectly permit its conclusion. 

I do not know what the wider consequences will be of flooding the 

gulf states with American weapons, but it is clear to me that they 

could easily be turned against us. I don't know if there is any limit 

to the quality of weapons that will be sold or to the security price 

that Israel will pay. It could be that the formation of a meaningful 

alliance in the face of the Iranian threat is an important 

consideration. American economic considerations would, in any 

case, win out, and sooner or later this deal would happen. This 

wouldn't be the first weapons deal of this kind.  

One thing, however, is clear to me: in the personal and political 

situation into which Netanyahu has been forced – his judgement is 

no longer objective. 

 

Shared by Moshe Feiglin 

on FaceBook 


