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The study of crime begins with 

the knowledge of oneself. All 

that you despise, all that you 

loathe, all that you reject, all 

that you condemn and seek to 

convert by punishment springs 

from you. -Henry Miller 

In the midst of a recital of 

numerous civil laws and capital 

offenses, the Torah adds an 

unusual phrase: 

When a man schemes against 

another and kills him 

treacherously, you shall take 

him from My very altar to be 

put to death. -Exodus 21:14 

The Meshech Chochma wonders as to the seemingly superfluous 

line of “treacherously, you shall take him from My very altar.” 

Anyone who kills someone else merits the death penalty. Why the 

extra verbiage in a text that we know conserves every word 

possible? 

The Meshech Chochma connects the intent of the murderer of the 

above verse with two other personalities that were presumed to 

have murder on their minds: Pharaoh from the time of Abraham, 

and Avimelech, King of Grar. Abraham suspected and feared that 

both of these monarchs would have killed him to get his beautiful 

wife Sarah when he visited their domains. We are told their stories 

in the Book of Genesis, of how Abraham and Sarah pretended to be 

brother and sister, which led each of the monarchs to take Sarah for 

themselves until God miraculously intervenes in each case and 

forces the potentially murderous monarch to return Sarah to 

Abraham. It seems that had Abraham and Sarah revealed that they 

were married, it would have been likely that Abraham would have 

been killed in order to make Sarah “available” for the monarchs. 

The Meshech Chochma however, connects our verse with another 

creature that was named “treacherous,” namely, the snake in the 

Garden of Eden. The Babylonian Talmud (Tractate Sotah 9b) 

presents the Midrash which states that the conniving snake desired 

Eve and plotted to kill Adam to get her, (hence getting them to eat 

from the forbidden fruit, which would trigger Adam’s death).  

The Meshech Chochma goes further and states that the likely 

culprit of such adulterous thoughts and murderous activity would 

be none other than a Kohen! That would explain the need to take 

him away from the altar – the Kohens are the ones who are serving 

God at the altar. However, there are additional reasons to make the 

Kohen a particularly apt suspect: 

 Kohens are prohibited from marrying a divorcee. 

Therefore, the only way they could permissibly marry a 

married woman whom they desired would be to kill the 

husband. All non-Kohens could wait for a non-lethal 

divorce. 

 Kohens, as Temple servants, would come into frequent 

contact with women who brought their various sacrifices 

to the Temple. The frequent contact could lead them to 

murderous thoughts to separate these women from their 

living husbands. 

May we be spared from treacherous thoughts and treacherous 

people. 

 

 

This Friday, I will be at a minyan for morning prayers. It will be the 

19th of Shevat — 18 years since the journalist and musician Daniel 

Pearl was murdered in Pakistan by Islamic terrorists because he 

was a Jew. I will remember Danny’s warm, encouraging smile, and 

I will speak the kaddish in his memory. 

Hating Jews is, sadly, an outsized and grotesque part of the human 

story. But, on that day in 2002, when evil embodied in man stole 

from us the future of Daniel Pearl, he left us with words that can 

help us shape and determine our future, yet unrevealed. 

After Danny’s murder, his parents, Ruth and Judea Pearl, published 
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a book, I Am Jewish: Personal Reflections Inspired by the Last 

Words of Daniel Pearl. In it, Dr. Pearl recalls Danny’s last words: 

“Back in the town of Bnei Brak, there is a street named after my 

great-grandfather, Chayim Pearl, who was one of the founders of 

the town.” 

In 1924, Danny’s great-grandfather knew he had to return to his 

ancestral home. He left behind the hatred endured in exile, 

purchased a sandy plot in the land of Israel, and brought his wife 

and four children to a place where he was free to build a better life 

for his family, and to help fashion a better future for the world. 

Danny’s father, Judea, believes that Danny freely chose to recount 

the actions of his great-grandfather as a rebuke to those who were 

about to murder him and steal his life. Danny wanted his murderers 

to know that — in contrast to their destruction — Jews plant and 

build and toil to fashion a better world, a better future for all 

people. 

Danny’s message to us is that, even when evil and hate cut us 

down, we can remember what came before and we can learn and 

understand from our history and heritage what can be. 

Today, Judea Pearl, as an academic, fights to protect Zionist 

students from hatred and Zionophobia. 

Who are Zionists? We are a group, says Dr. Pearl, “bonded together 

by a distinct miraculous journey in the past and an inspirational 

vision for the future.” 

Israel’s existence — the Zionist idea — writes Dr. Pearl, “is a 

moral imperative and opposition to it is morally reprehensible.” 

As I recite the kaddish in Danny’s memory, I will also remember 

many, many other people. 

Among them, I will remember Kristine Luken — an American 

Christian who was knifed to death while on a nature hike in a 

Jerusalem forest by Arabs in December 2010. She was on her first 

ever visit to Israel, and had arrived but 24 hours before. “We 

wanted to kill Jews,” her killers brag. Kristine was not Jewish. It 

didn’t matter. That she identified with the Jewish people and loved 

Zion was sufficient for her murderers. 

Many years ago, when I visited Yad Vashem for the first time, I 

noticed a plaque near the exit with a quote from the Baal Shem 

Tov: “Remembrance is the secret of redemption.” 

To be redeemed is to be set free. And since it is only in freedom 

that we can fashion a better future for our world, we must 

remember — our heritage, our history, our story. 

So Danny and Kristine, continue to rest in peace. We will 

remember you and what you held most dear. In our memories of 

you, may we be blessed to never desist from our work as Jews and 

Zionists. 

Each day, as we recite the Aleynu prayer, we are reminded what 

that work is: “To perfect the world under the sovereignty of the 

Almighty.” 

Jeff Benson lives in Connecticut and has been a proud member of 

Zehut and Manhigut Yehudit for the last 20 years. 

If you need the article in a different format, you can email him 

directly (jeff@jeffbenson.com). 

 

 

In the last several weeks I received 

dozens of emails and messages from 

people telling me to write an article about 

why Jews in America need to make 

Aliyah now. “Shmuel; tell them that anti-

Semitism is on the rise and that Jews 

need to get out now!” OK… I’ll do it… 

so here goes: Jews in America; anti-

Semitism is on the rise so get out now! 

There… I did it! And now, after having 

fulfilled that obligation, let me tell you 

what I really think. 

Jews need to get out of America, Australia, Brazil, Morocco and 

France – and come to Israel – for one reason and one reason only! 

They need to leave Canada, South Africa, Italy, Germany and 

England and move themselves and their families to Eretz Yisrael 

because they are Jews and that is the only place where the Jewish 

nation exists. Period. Simply put, there is no Jewish nation outside 

of the Land of Israel and it is there – and only there – where the 

Jewish nation exists, grows and thrives. Yes, Jews have built nice 

lives for themselves in various places around the world with 

Yeshivot, shuls, mikvehs, eruvs, Daf Yomis, chesed committees 

and kosher Chinese restaurants but all those things were just “in the 

meantime”… they were never supposed to be permanent! The 

wonderful frum community, that sheltered us for 2,000 years from 

the gentile world, was never meant to replace the building of our 

nation… it was designed to keep us strong until the day came when 

we could go back home. 

Prague, Berlin, Vilna, Casablanca and Madrid were temporary 

dwellings – that is very clear. But I have news for you… that same 

“temporary dwelling” applies also to Kew Gardens Hills, Teaneck, 

Skokie and Golders Green. These towns served a very important 

role in our history but the time has come to say goodbye and go “to 

a good and spacious land, to a land flowing with milk and honey” 

(Shemot 3:8 – ArtScroll translation). 

It is important for me to stress that this has nothing to do with the 

recent attacks in Monsey, Poway, Pittsburgh or Jersey City. 

Leaving the lands of the nations and going home to build, farm and 

fight for our own nation is something our grandparents dreamt 

about for 2,000 years… and now it is here, Baruch Hashem! Jews 

of all kinds can finally come home and write history! We can bring 

life back to areas mentioned in the Mishna, resettle towns originally 

conquered by Joshua and follow in the footsteps of King David. 

How can a Jew not jump for joy at that opportunity? 

And yet, most of us don’t budge. We prefer Baltimore over Bet 

Shemesh and Toronto over Tzefat, because those Jewish 

communities are perfect… or so we think. The bubble we live in 

has everything we could ask for, including a wonderful spiritual 

life, so why change??? 
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Dearest friends, did you read the last Rashi in Shemot? Hashem 

told Moshe that He will send out the Children of Israel with a 

“strong hand”. Ask every Jew what that means and they will tell 

you that the explanation is simple; Hashem will use a strong hand 

against Pharaoh… but that’s not what Rashi says! Rashi writes that 

the verse “and through a strong hand will he drive them from his 

land” means that Pharaoh “will drive Israel out against their will”!!! 

Of course it was Hashem who punished the Egyptians severely but 

did the Jews get the message and leave on their own? No! It was 

Pharaoh himself who had to “drive Israel out against their will”. Is 

this what you want? Do you really want a modern-day Pharaoh to 

rise up and eventually drive you out??? 

Don’t ever wait to make Aliyah like that! Don’t leave the 5 Towns, 

Lakewood or Melbourne because of some Pharaoh. Leave because 

of the positive reasons; the beauty of the land and the chance to do 

something that millions of Jews before you davened for every day 

of their lives. Our grandparents literally cried rivers of tears to have 

the chance we have today - so come home now. Raise your family 

in a Jewish country… your country! Learn to speak the holy 

tongue… your language! Plant trees and watch them grow in your 

soil! Don’t wait a single day longer. Start making the preparations 

today. Call Nefeh b’Nefesh and they will help you every step of the 

way – you are not alone! And when you receive your date for 

Aliyah, let me know when you’re coming… I’ll meet you at the 

airport and we’ll thank Hashem together for that historic moment. 

Am Yisrael Chai! 

 

 

 

Last week I wrote an article about the 

need for Jews to move to Israel. 

While I focused primarily on the 

positive aspect of Aliyah - fulfilling 

the national dream of 2,000 years by 

building a strong and proud Jewish 

State – I did state that, at times, 

Hashem sends a “Pharaoh” to drive 

the Jews out against their will. I 

urged all readers to act now, and 

make Aliyah in a beautiful and happy 

way and not wait for the modern-day 

Pharaoh. 

As a result of my article, I received many emails, but one of them 

stood out above all the others. When I read it, I couldn’t believe the 

words that were written. The email was short, yet powerful and 

poignant, and it delivered a message that left me speechless. Here is 

the email – word for word: 

 

“Hello, Shmuel. Not being Jewish, but an avid supporter of the 

Jewish people, I have observed that the Jewish people will not heed 

the warning of leaving the countries they are so comfortable in – 

until it is too late. They have been brainwashed for so long by a 

liberal, socialistic, dogma and are willing participants in this evil 

society! They need to have Hashem as their mantra, NOT the 

godless society they so love to be a part of!” The writer then 

concluded with six simple words; “Thank you for sounding the 

alarm.” 

 

Before going on, I humbly ask that you read that paragraph again. 

Remember that it was written by a non-Jew and please focus on 

every word. I’m sure it will send chills down your spine, as it did to 

mine. 

The writer, a non-Jewish woman, states that she has observed the 

Jews and that we will not leave the countries we are comfortable in, 

until it is too late. Answer me honestly; Is she right or wrong? 

Throughout the 2,000 year exile, when did we ever leave before it 

was too late? How much Jewish blood was shed during that time 

across the globe? 

If you answer that there was no place to go, I would humbly 

disagree. During the time of the Arizal (16th century), for example, 

the greatest Rabbis lived in Israel and urged the Jews to come 

home. This included HaRav Yosef Karo, author of the Shulchan 

Orech and HaRav Shlomo HaLevi Alkabetz, who wrote the famous 

“Lecha Dodi” prayer. Have you actually read the words of that 

powerful prayer? Here are just a few lines from the ArtScroll 

translation: “Shake off the dust – arise… Draw near to my soul – 

redeem it… Wake up, Wake up – for your light has come… Feel 

not ashamed, be not humiliated… My people’s afflicted find shelter 
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as the City is built upon its hilltop…” Do you know what these 

words were referring to? The major Torah leaders of the world, 

including the greatest Kabbalists in history, were literally begging 

the Jews to “leave the countries they were so comfortable in” 

(words from the email) and come home to Israel... but did they 

listen? 

Fast forward to 1929 when Rav Avraham HaKohen Kook issued 

his Holocaust warning. It has been translated into English and 

published by Solomon Press. In that proclamation, HaRav Kook 

warned the Jewish world that a Holocaust was coming and he urged 

them to leave Europe immediately and come to Israel. Once again, 

did the Jews “leave the countries they were so comfortable in” and 

come home? Some did, and survived, but those who didn’t…. well, 

you know the end of the story. 

But the email from this non-Jewish woman goes even deeper than 

that. She writes that we have been brainwashed by the liberal 

society we live in and that we are willing participants in that evil 

game. I ask once again; Is she right or wrong? The overwhelming 

majority of Jews in America still vote Democrat and support 

abortion and same-gender marriages. Yes, it is true that the frum 

community does not maintain these views but the overwhelming 

majority of our brothers and sisters do… and that’s an undeniable 

fact! That is exactly what this woman was writing in her email; that 

so many Jews do not have Hashem (that’s the word she used!) as 

their guiding light. Instead, they are led by “the godless society 

they so love to be a part of.” 

What can I say? The words in that email leaped off my computer 

screen and ripped a hole in my heart because I knew they were 

accurate… and it hurt. It hurt because instead of leading the world, 

we are following it. It hurt because instead of being a light unto the 

nations, we are causing darkness. It’s true that we are the Chosen 

People but the world has seen what we have chosen… and it is not 

impressed. 

These things must change and they must change quickly. Please 

remember that as important as Halacha is – and we must not 

compromise on anything – it is only one part of being Jewish. 

There is a whole other side to being a Yid and it starts with being 

connected to the nation and not just your local community… which 

can only be done inside Eretz Yisrael. 

As we read the Torah portions dealing with the slavery in Egypt, 

please notice that two things happened. The first was ending the 

slavery and setting the Jews free but the second was taking 

3,000,000 men, women and children out of Egypt, across a 

treacherous desert and into the Land of Israel. 

Wouldn’t it have been much easier to simply keep us there as free, 

non-slaves? We could have built wonderful Yeshivas, chevra 

kaddishas and shuls. We could have put a nice eruv around Goshen, 

opened glatt kosher restaurants and even a local Hatzalah chapter… 

what could have been better? 

However, freeing the Jewish slaves was just one part of the plan. 

Part II was turning those ex-slaves into a nation and for that, 

Hashem demanded we leave Egypt and make the long and difficult 

journey to Eretz Yisrael. In that place – and only in that place – 

would the dream of Am Yisrael become a reality! 

What was true then… is true now. We need “to leave the countries 

we are so comfortable in” before it is too late. We need to have 

Hashem as our guiding light and come to Israel from the four 

corners of the globe to become the nation we were destined to be. 

Let’s not do these things when “it is too late”. Let’s control our 

own fate and not leave it to others. Let’s go home now. 

Am Yisrael Chai! 

 

 


