
 

 

29 Tishrei 5781 – Oct 17, 2020 BSD 

 

Contact us: english@zehut.org.il 

9046 
Editor: Jeffrey Cohen www.zehutinternational.com 

.org 

 

 

The healthy, the strong individual, is the 

one who asks for help when he needs it. 

Whether he has an abscess on his knee or 

in his soul. -Rona Barrett 

God creates the world. He creates Adam and 

Eve. He places them in the Garden of Eden. 

He commands Adam not to eat from the 

Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. 

Thanks to the incitement of the serpent and 

the prompting of his wife, Eve, Adam 

eventually eats from the Tree. God confronts Adam, Eve and the 

serpent, pronounces their eternal punishments, including mortality, 

and banishes the human couple from the Garden, lest they eat from 

the Tree of Life and somehow achieve the immortality God had just 

pronounced that they had lost. 

This raises the question as to why Adam and Eve didn’t eat from 

the Tree of Life in the first place. They had been warned that eating 

from the Tree of Knowledge carried a death sentence. Why not 

immediately eat from the Tree of Life after their crime and perhaps 

save their eternal existence? 

The Bechor Shor on Genesis 3:22 explains the workings of the Tree 

of Life. It wasn’t that you partook of the fruit of the tree and it 

granted you eternal life from that moment forward. Rather, it was a 

tree of eternal healing. If one became sick, eating from the tree 

healed them. If one felt weak, the tree strengthened them. If one felt 

the onset of ageing, the tree would rejuvenate them. However, if 

one were healthy, strong, and young, it would have no effect. 

Therefore, Adam and Eve must have known that in their young, 

strong and healthy state, eating from the Tree of Life would have 

no effect. That too is the reason God had to banish them from the 

Garden. If they would continue to live in the Garden, when they 

eventually did age or get sick, they would have a quick remedy 

within easy reach, thereby prolonging their lives forever. 

Another interesting point is that the Sages state that the Tree of Life 

is none other than the Torah. The verse in Proverbs states that the 

Torah is “A Tree of Life to those who grasp it.” The Talmud 

expands on the healing properties of the Torah and gives a whole 

list of ailments that it can heal. 

May we partake of our easily accessible Tree of Eternal Health, the 

Torah. 

 

 

 

Shana Tova to all my friends, 

Now, when all our sins have been 

pardoned and we are pure and 

unblemished, before we sink back 

into the mire of incitement and 

pointless hatred, I would like to 

write a few short words in praise 

of all of the sectors of Israeli 

society. "That each one should see 

what is good in our friends."  [t.n.: "שנראה כל אחד מעלת חברינו " from 

the prayer by R. Elimelech of Lizhensk] 

Words in praise of the Right and in praise of the Left, in praise of 

the Haredim, the Orthodox, the Secular, and the National Religious; 

words in praise of the Sephardim and the Ashkenazim. Now, to the 

beat of the hammer and the nail, I wish to quickly touch upon the 

truth about each sector and to build, for a moment, a Succah of 

Peace. 

Don't worry, I have not become neutral. I have an opinion and 

criticism when necessary and I will always voice them without fear 

of any side or sector of Israeli society. 

I have not suddenly become neutral and, to remove all doubt, 

before I begin my praise of the sectors, I will reveal to exactly 

which of them I am a member… 

So –  

Left – I am definitely not a Leftist, but I am an enthusiastic 

supporter of the freedom of the individual, I enjoy Leftist music, 

and I love my Leftist family very much. 

Right – also not. I may want victory and complete sovereignty, but 

also as little government as possible. Empty nationalist sentiment 

scares me (words like ‘glory’ and 'hidden majesty' do not replace   a 

meaningful platform, and neither does conservatism.) 

Religious – I also cannot belong there, because Judaism is much 

more than a religion. I believe in God, try to obey his laws and 

want the Temple with all my might – that is, I want the most anti-

religious thing there is. 

Secular – Definitely not. But I do want a separation between the 

religious establishment and the state (to free the Torah from the 

governmental bear hug) and I object to governmental financial 

support for rabbis and yeshivot (and also for many of the 
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universities.) 

Haredi – Well… Although I, like the Haredim, struggle with 

Zionism, I do recognize the fundamental holiness of the state. I say 

hallel on Yom Ha'atzmaut, and I will listen to women singing. 

National Religious – Well, I have already explained that I am 

neither one of them separately, so how can I be both of them at 

once? Besides, Zionism and religion contradict each other and, 

making this perfectly clear, the First Zionist Congress itself 

officially declared (correctly) that "Zionism has nothing to do with 

religion." 

I am not Sephardic but of my ten grandchildren ('keneine hora' and 

may they continue to multiply), seven are both Mizrachi and 

Ashkenazi – to be more precise, they are neither one nor the other – 

and that is a good thing! They are simply Jews, as am I. 

So, having made it clear where I belong…let's proceed to sing the 

praises of the sectors. 

The Left – This is the sector which established the state. Mapai, the 

Labor Party, the Hagana, the pioneers, the kibbutzim, the Palmach 

– they were all the work of the Left. The land was built mainly by 

other sectors, but the political leadership, that which took the 

Yishuv, organized its civil and military institutions and turned it 

into a state – this was established by the Left. The Left reunified 

Jerusalem – and Judea and Samaria, the Sinai and the Golan 

Heights. 

The Left established Gush Katif and the first settlements on the 

Golan and – most importantly, gave us Chava Alberstein. 

The Right – drove out the British and possibly pushed Ben Gurion 

to establish the state out of fear that if he didn't, then Begin 

would… 

The Right also advanced the settlements in Judah, Samaria, and the 

Gaza Strip during Shamir's administration, and – although long 

delayed – began, with Netanyahu, to encourage sparks of a free 

market economy. Thanks to the Right, there is one area in which 

the Left does not have complete control – in the political realm. 

That is, thanks to the Right we have a smattering of democracy. 

The Religious – Zionism would have no soldiers without them. The 

first Aliyot (at the end of the19th century) were mostly religious 

Jews and they established the first Jewish settlements, which in 

time became cities. In other words, the Religious built the country 

and established the foundation for the state. More generally, 

religion – that is the Torah of the diaspora – is what preserved the 

Jewish identity and memory. Those who abandoned it eventually 

abandoned all connection to their Jewishness and are no longer 

with us today. 

Besides, the Religious (who have God) are usually just good 

people. 

The Secular – Without them, there would have been no Zionism, 

the very essence of which is Jewish nationhood devoid of G-d. 

Without Zionism, there would have been no state. Besides, belief 

requires the possibility of denial. Even more, Secularism is a 

reaction to religion, and I have already explained that it is a 

necessary step on the path to Torat Eretz Yisrael. 

Secularism enabled the fulfillment of national religious precepts 

that the religion prevented. (For example, sending a young man 

from Eilat to guard Metulla, and vice versa.) 

The Haredim – A study publicized the day before the holiday 

demonstrated that the Haredim – who are the poorest – contribute 

almost twice as much to charitable institutions as do the Secular – 

who are the wealthiest. This does not surprise me at all. Not only 

do they contribute more money, they contribute the most 

demographically. They contribute economically. (I have, in the 

past, explained why.) They contribute to the defense of the state 

(because they do not add the extra burden on the army of recruits it 

doesn't need, for reasons that have nothing to do with defense.) 

They contribute Torah scholarship on a level that no other sector of 

society has managed to reach – and without Torah, we have no 

validity. They contribute to our freedom, because they are the only 

sector that really knows how to set limits to state power. 

Religious Zionists – This is the only sector that is defined by 

'communal dedication to the fate of Am Yisrael.' Those with knitted 

kipot are educated to this cause. As a result, they contribute the 

most enlistments to elite army units, contribute the most to the 

settlement of Israel, contribute the most in any national cause and, 

finally, I recently discovered that they donate (by far) the most 

kidneys. 

Sefaradim – They keep us connected to authentic Judaism in which 

there is no 'Christian' separation of church and state. 

The true Sefaradi cannot really be totally secular. He is traditional 

(in short, a Likudnik). In the true Sefardi tradition (not the 

Ashkenazified form) everyone has a place in the synagogue and 

around the Shabbat table. There are no real ba'ale teshuva because 

there is no real 'going off the path'. 

Selichot with the Sefaradim are a pleasure, not a torture. 

When we repent of 'Judaism' and return to the Torah – the 

Sefaradic tradition will be the gate that remained unlocked by the 

keys of Ashkenazi enlightenment. Thanks to the Sefaradim, our 

democracy contains two central political blocks, not just one. 

Ashkenazim – Without them and without the Era of Enlightenment, 

from which they drank deeply, there would have been no great 

rebellion against religion, which led to Zionism, which led to the 

State of Israel. The Ashkenazi is always the skeptic, whether 

studying in a Lithuanian Haredi yeshiva or writing for Ha'aretz, and 

so they are always the innovators and leaders. The Ashkenazim 

also introduced the opposite of doubt (they always go to extremes); 

that is, Hasidut which gives all of us comfort and hope. 

Don't you understand! We need everyone contributing to make a 

whole that is more than the sum of its parts. 

So, I am all of them. 

So, too, I am none of them. 

That's it, friends. 

I have a request. Try to look for the good in our friends and to fill 

in merits that I may have missed. Wait to point faults until after the 

holidays. I promise I will do a good job of it myself when it will 

prove beneficial and not just add fuel to our bonfire of hatred. 

Crown the King or Corona the King? 

By Shmuel Sackett 
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One more thing – It could be that this little essay is the most 

important thing I have written lately and so it is important that you 

share it. 

I intend to expand it into something more in-depth and detailed that 

will be publicized on the 'Israel Tomorrow' blog that I will launch, 

with G-d's help, in the near future. 

 

 

′′The job of the judge is to implement 

the law, not what he would want the 

law to be ′′ - the judge, Prof. Amy 

Coney Barrett explained to the Senate 

Judiciary Committee in her 

appointment as a judge in the U.S. 

Supreme Court. 

I watched yesterday thrilled with all 

the committee’s discussions, I 

couldn’t stop watching this procedure. 

Not just because of this inspiring 

woman, Judge Barrett, who is an amazing woman and bigger than 

life on any possible scale. But also not because I didn’t know 

beforehand the American procedure for the appointment of 

supreme judges. 

I didn’t watch in order to learn. I watched in order to breathe… 

The viewing was like oxygen for me. To breathe for a moment the 

essence of liberty, to breathe a reality in which the citizen is truly 

the sovereign in his country. 

Imagine in your mind what it would be like, a candidate for the 

position of Supreme Judge in Israel, who must undergo an intensive 

public investigation, by the people’s officials, in a manner and to a 

degree that leaves no citizen in Israel with any doubt about the 

judge’s values, abilities, and the direction to which the candidate 

will reroute the nation. 

Imagine in your soul, a candidate standing under the magnifying 

glass of each and every one of you, explaining what her husband is 

doing today or each of her children. Yes, in this resolution Brett 

spoke to the American nation yesterday. 

I sat in the murky days of Israeli democracy, of the law in which 

supreme court judges who are thrust upon us after being selected 

within closed committees, in a procedure that is for appearances 

only, devoid of protocols, without any difficult questions, without 

any real public debate – I sat, and just inhaled oxygen from the 

American procedure. 

The Senate Committee will discuss this for more time. 

I highly recommend watching this carefully – to get perspective 

and understand what democracy really is, what the sovereignty of 

the people means, what is a true consciousness of public servants 

and how we in Israel have reached such a disconnected judicial 

system that implicates the public trust. Take a few minutes and 

watch the American appointment process. 

You deserve it after all the losers we’ve invested in, to breathe for a 

moment a little air.  

 

 

 

 

 

The US Senate is currently embroiled in a contentious hearing to consider 

the nomination of Amy Coney Barrett for a position on the Supreme Court. 

But to an unprecedented degree, the Democratic Senators are entirely 

neglecting the candidate and focusing on political considerations, bringing 

into question whether the highest court in the country remains an unbiased 

interpreter of the constitution or whether it has fallen irretrievably into the 

morass of political interests. 

APPOINTING JUSTICE: PRESIDENT’S CONSTITUTIONAL 

RESPONSIBILITY 

After Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburgh passed away last month, President 

Trump moved to fulfill his constitutional responsibility of appointing a 

judge to complete the requisite nine that have constituted the Supreme 

Court since 1869. He nominated Barrett on  September 26. 

Barrett is eminently qualified, having served on the Seventh Circuit Court 

since Trump appointed her in 2017. She is considered a textualist and an 

originalist. After passing the bar, she spent two years as a judicial law 

clerk, first for Judge Laurence Silberman of the US Court of Appeals for 

the D.C. Circuit and then for Justice Antonin Scalia of the US Supreme 

Court. 

OBJECTIONS TO BARRETT: POLITICAL, NOT JUDICIAL 

But her qualifications have never been the issue.  During the Senate 

Judiciary Committee hearing on her nomination to the circuit court in 

2017, Senator Dianne Feinstein questioned Barrett about whether her 

religious beliefs as a devout would affect her judicial rulings. “My personal 

church affiliation or my religious belief would not bear on the discharge of 

my duties as a judge,” Barrett answered, adding “It is never appropriate for 

a judge to impose that judge’s personal convictions, whether they arise 

from faith or anywhere else, on the law.” Feinstein replied, “The dogma 

lives loudly within you, and that is a concern.” Barrett’s nomination was 

ultimately approved with all nine Democratic senators voting in 

opposition. 

The focus of the Democratic Senators is twofold: Barrett’s perceived 

political opinions and the current election. Barrett personally opposes 

abortion but as a circuit court judge, has never had to directly rule on the 

issue. In 2012, Barrett signed a letter criticizing the Obama 

administration’s approach to providing employees of religious institutions 

with birth control coverage without having the religious institutions pay for 

it. She has also been critical of the Supreme Court’s opinion ruling that the 

Affordable Care Act did not violate the constitution. 

Democrats generally oppose the nomination and are opposed to filling the 

court vacancy during the 2020 presidential election campaign. 

And these were the talking points for the Democratic Senators. Aides 

placed photos of Americans who have benefited from “Obamacare” on 

easels around the room as the Democratic senators began speaking. The 

Democratic Senators are avoiding questions relating to Barrett’s views on 

abortion as it is a politically volatile subject that could explode in their 

Democratic Process in Action 

By Moshe Feiglin 

Israeli Leaders Inspired By Amy Coney 

Barrett Hearing; 

Wants Same in Jerusalem 

By Adam Eliyahu Berkowitz 
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faces if they identify too closely to it or force the Biden-Harris campaign to 

openly identify as anti-abortion. 

In her opening remarks, Democrat Dianne Feinstein argued that Barrett’s 

appointment could pose a direct threat to Obamacare. 

“Simply put, I do not think we should be moving forward on this 

nomination,” Senator Feinstein said, calling for the hearings to be delayed 

until after the election. Senator Kamala Harris, the Vice Presidential 

candidate, echoed those sentiments, following that with an inexplicable 

declaration that any new justice must be formed in the image of Ruth 

Bader Ginsburg. 

“By replacing Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg with someone who will undo 

her legacy, President Trump is attempting to roll back Americans’ rights 

for decades to come,” Harris said. “Every American must understand that 

with this nomination, equal justice under law is at stake.” 

APPOINTING JUDGES: A BIBLICAL IMPERATIVE 

INCUMBENT UPON ALL OF HUMANITY 

Selecting judges is Biblically mandated and was first performed by Moses 

after the Exodus from Egypt. 

“So I took your tribal leaders, wise and experienced men, and appointed 

them heads over you: chiefs of thousands, chiefs of hundreds, chiefs of 

fifties, and chiefs of tens, and officials for your tribes.” Deuteronomy 1:15 

Judge Barrett’s description of the responsibilities of a judge is remarkably 

similar to the Biblical imperative mandating impartiality in justice. 

I charged your magistrates at that time as follows, “Hear out your fellow 

men, and decide justly between any man and a fellow Israelite or a 

stranger. You shall not be partial in judgment: hear out low and high alike. 

Fear no man, for judgment is Hashem‘s. And any matter that is too difficult 

for you, you shall bring to me and I will hear it.” Deuteronomy 1:16-17 

Despite the challenges presented by the Democrats being couched in 

political terms, Barrett responded with judicial ideals. Barrett’s answer to 

the Senate committee paraphrased this Biblical concept. 

“A judge must apply the law as written, not as the judge wishes it were,” 

Barrett said, emphasizing that it was elected politicians who make “policy 

decisions and value judgments”, not Supreme Court justices. 

“In every case, I have carefully considered the arguments presented by the 

parties, discussed the issues with my colleagues on the court, and done my 

utmost to reach the result required by the law, whatever my own 

preferences might be,” she said. 

Establishing judicial courts is one of the Noahide Commandments 

incumbent upon all of humanity, as written in Genesis. 

But for your own life-blood I will require a reckoning: I will require it of 

every beast; of man, too, will I require a reckoning for human life, of every 

man for that of his fellow man! Genesis 9:5 

ISRAELI LAWMAKER PRAISES US PROCESS OF CHOOSING 

JUDGES 

Moshe Feiglin, leader of libertarian Zionist party Zehut, normally focuses 

on Israeli politics but this declaration by Barrett earned his praise. 

“I watched yesterday thrilled with all the committee’s discussions,” Feiglin 

wrote on his Facebook page. “I couldn’t stop watching this procedure. 

“Not just because of this inspiring woman, Judge Barrett, who is an 

amazing woman and bigger than life on any possible scale. Also not 

because I didn’t know beforehand the American procedure for the 

appointment of supreme judges.” 

“I didn’t watch in order to learn. I watched in order to breathe…” 

“The viewing was like oxygen for me. To breathe for a moment the 

essence of liberty, to breathe a reality in which the citizen is truly the 

sovereign in his country.” 

Feiglin highlighted the stark difference between the selection procedure 

currently taking place in the US Senate as compared to its counterpart in 

Israel. Supreme Court Judges are appointed by the President of Israel, from 

names submitted by the Judicial Selection Committee, which is composed 

of nine members: three Supreme Court Judges (including the President of 

the Supreme Court), two cabinet ministers (one of them being the Minister 

of Justice), two Knesset members, and two representatives of the Israel Bar 

Association. Currently, there are 15 Supreme Court Judges. Confidentiality 

applies legally to the committee’s deliberations and they are not published 

for public review. 

“Imagine in your mind what it would be like, a candidate for the position 

of Supreme Judge in Israel, who must undergo an intensive public 

investigation, by the people’s officials, in a manner and to a degree that 

leaves no citizen in Israel with any doubt about the judge’s values, 

abilities, and the direction to which the candidate will reroute the nation.” 

“Imagine in your soul, a candidate standing under the magnifying glass of 

each and every one of you, explaining what her husband is doing today or 

each of her children. Yes, in this resolution Brett spoke to the American 

nation yesterday.” 

“I sat in the murky days of Israeli democracy, of the law in which supreme 

court judges who are thrust upon us after being selected within closed 

committees, in a procedure that is for appearances only, devoid of 

protocols, without any difficult questions, without any real public debate – 

I sat, and just inhaled oxygen from the American procedure.” 

“The Senate Committee will discuss this for more time.” 

“ I highly warmly watching this carefully – to get perspective and 

understand what democracy really is, what the sovereignty of the people 

means, what is a true consciousness of public servants and how we in 

Israel have reached such a disconnected judicial system that implicates the 

public trust. Take a few minutes and watch the American appointment 

process.” 

“You deserve it after all the losers we’ve invested in, to breathe for a 

moment a little air.” 

FAIT ACCOMPLI 

If she passes the committee, the full Senate will vote to confirm or reject 

Judge Barrett’s nomination. Republicans already have the 51 votes needed 

to get Judge Barrett confirmed. Judiciary Chairman Lindsey Graham in his 

opening statements. 

“This is probably not about persuading each other, unless something really 

dramatic happens,” Graham said. “All Republicans will vote yes, and all 

Democrats will vote no.” 

https://www.facebook.com/MFeiglin/posts/3436345856444505
https://www.facebook.com/MFeiglin/posts/3436345856444505
https://www.israel365news.com/151060/when-judges-rule-a-comparison-between-the-us-and-israel-opinion/
https://www.israel365news.com/151060/when-judges-rule-a-comparison-between-the-us-and-israel-opinion/
https://www.israel365news.com/151060/when-judges-rule-a-comparison-between-the-us-and-israel-opinion/

