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“And it shall come to pass, that 

every one that is left of all the 

nations that came against 

Jerusalem shall go up from year 

to year to worship the King, the 

LORD of hosts, and to keep the 

feast of Tabernacles.” (Zecharia 

1`4 – From the Haftarah on the 

first day of Sukkot) 

The holiday of Sukkot is universal. It is the holiday of the seventy 

nations of the world who come each year to bring their offerings to 

the Temple in Jerusalem. The final, eighth day of the holiday is 

dedicated to the offerings brought to the Temple by the Nation of 

Israel. It is an intimate ‘after-party’ made by G-d for the chosen 

nation. 

Sukkot is the holiday in which the Nation of Israel dwells under the 

wings of the Divine Presence. A special holiness encompasses the 

sukkah. We do not put our trust in the power of mortals. We know 

that technology or international treaties will not save us. We are 

servants of G-d alone. In the sukkah, we are truly free. I 

wholeheartedly recommend turning off your cell phones and other 

screens when in the sukkah. Take a deep breath, free yourself of all 

the things to which you are enslaved, serve G-d alone, be free. 

We are not there yet, however. The message of Jewish liberty, the 

perfection of the world under the Kingdom of Heaven – the 

personal, national and universal message – is challenged by strong 

forces that oppose it. On the national plane, the religion (and 

culture) of servitude and blind obedience that is conquering the 

world is at the forefront of those forces. 

Before universal recognition of the message of liberty that 

emanates from Zion, the prophet Zechariah foresees a major battle. 

On the very deepest level, the struggle against the connection 

between the Nation of Israel and its city and message from 

Jerusalem is the battle between liberty and the enslavement of the 

entire human race. 

It is going to end with a serious battle, the prophet tells us, 

specifically on the holiday of Sukkot. In the end, we will be here – 

and the remnants of the nations – every one that is left of all the 

nations that came against Jerusalem. They will also internalize the 

message of liberty in the shadow of the Kingdom of the G-d Who 

dwells in Zion. 

Happy Sukkot, 

Moshe Feiglin 

 

 

First, we had to daven outside. Then we had to 

meet our grandkids outside. And now they’re 

making us put our Sukkah outside?? This is crazy! 

Enough is enough! 

Oh, wait a second… a Sukkah is supposed to be 

outside. 

Finally, we can do something the way it was 

designed! Hooray!! 

But why is that? If Sukkot commemorates the exodus from Egypt, 

why is only that holiday outdoors? When we received the Torah on 

Shavuot, was Mount Sinai indoors? When we crossed the sea on 

the 7
th

 day of Pesach was it in one of those fancy indoor water 

parks? When the Manna fell in a double portion on Friday was it 

inside the tents? How about when the Nation of Israel brought 

korbanot (sacrifices) in the Bet Ha’Mikdash… inside or outside? 

When the King read the Torah during “Hakhel” was it in a domed 

stadium? Even the mitzvah of lighting the Chanukah menorah – 

what is the authentic way to do it; in or out?  

The answer to all of the above is one word: Outside! If that’s true 

(and it is) why have we been doing everything inside all these 

years? Simple… because we haven’t! Huh?  

Years ago, when the Jewish world was living almost exclusively in 

Eretz Yisrael, things were observed much differently than they are 

today. The center of Jewish life was the Bet Ha’Mikdash, not the 

Bet Knesset and the major point of all three holidays was the 

massive pilgrimage to Jerusalem. Everyone came; men, women and 

children. The celebrations were indeed outdoors. Where do you 

think all those people from outside Jerusalem stayed… in the King 

David Hotel? These non-Jerusalemites numbered well over 

1,000,000 people and they camped in the streets! The 

overwhelming majority of Pesach seders – with the roasted korban 

Pesach – was held out of the homes! Close your eyes and imagine 

the scene. Well over a million Jews in Jerusalem singing, telling the 

story of Pesach to their children and praising Hashem… all 

outdoors. And then, less than 2 months later, once again outdoors to 

celebrate Shavuot. And then, a few months afterwards, the entire 
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nation standing outside to get a glimpse of the Kohen Gadol on 

Yom Kippur. A few days after that, and here we are again – in the 

Bet Ha’Mikdash (yes, outdoors…) dancing in the “Simchat Bet 

Ha’Shoevah” and the list goes on. 

It is important to stress that when we sit on the floor and cry on 

Tisha b’Av, it is not just because of the destruction of the two 

Temples. It is also because we were exiled from our Land and 

everything changed. In one sentence: We went from being an 

outdoor nation to becoming indoor communities. The Jews went 

to Poland, Yemen, Russia, Morocco, Greece, Lithuania, Hungary, 

Iraq and much more and what was the first thing they did? They 

brought the Torah inside and locked the door. 

Each community built its own shul. Each Chassidic group built its 

own yeshiva. Each Rabbi had his own students and, while – to 

some degree - this was true back in Eretz Yisrael as well, there was 

one major difference: The communities outside Israel kept 

themselves separated (in quarantine - ???) from each other at all 

times. Seder night was still a great, holy event but for family and 

friends only and entry to shuls on Rosh Ha’Shana and Yom Kippur 

came via prepaid tickets only. The open, public, and outdoor world 

of Torah became shut and closed… all of it, except for Sukkot! 

Fast forward to 2020. Everyone agrees that the days of Moshiach 

are coming closer. We can’t explain why, when or how, but we all 

feel that something out of our control is going on. Maybe this is the 

reason why Hashem has been moving us back outdoors. While our 

private lives have gone inside, the Torah world is definitely 

returning to the way it was… under the heavens, together as one 

nation. Davening outside, blowing shofar outside and reading the 

Torah outside – very similar to the way it was – and will be – in the 

outdoor Bet Ha’Mikdash. 

So, enjoy Sukkot everybody. Enjoy the great outdoors with the only 

holiday that never went into exile! These special days have been 

celebrated beneath the stars for the last 3,333 years (exactly!) and 

will get us ready to – once again – be a unified, outdoor nation in 

Eretz Yisrael. Chag Sa’meyach! 

 

 

I will get right to the point. This Rosh Ha’Shanah, we are focusing on the 

wrong thing. Instead of worrying how many people are allowed in shul and 

whether or not we need to cover the shofar with a cloth, we need to focus 

on how to crown Hashem – King of the world! This is a unique task – 

given exclusively to the Jewish nation – to say, loud and clear; Hashem 

Melech, Hashem Malach, Hashem Yimloch le’Olam Va’ed! (Hashem is 

King, Hashem was king, and Hashem will always be King forever!) 

Don’t get me wrong. We should definitely take the Corona/Covid 

(whatever you call it) pandemic seriously. We need to address some real 

issues and dangers but we also need to separate between the fact and the 

fiction. We need to follow the medical experts as well as the Halachic 

experts but here’s what we must not do: worry, complain and “kvetch” 

about the crazy situation 24/7. As a matter of fact, let me help you with one 

small thing that will change your entire perspective on what is happening. 

Take the word “crazy” and replace it with the word “challenging”. We are 

not going through crazy times… we are going through challenging times. 

Or this one; “Today’s situation is really crazy” vs “Today’s situation is a 

real challenge.” 

As believing Jews, we know that Hashem is behind all of this, so if things 

are crazy, then He must be crazy… and He is not! Hashem knows exactly 

what He is doing and, while I don’t know much about the Creator of the 

world, I know one thing for sure; He is not crazy! Hashem challenges us. 

He pushes us to our limits. He wants to see us excel, overcome obstacles 

and reach our full potential. Do I know why things happen? Absolutely not, 

but we trust our Father completely. 

Think about this: On the 2nd day of Rosh Ha’Shanah, we read the Torah 

portion dealing with “Akedat Yitzchak” (the binding of Isaac). The Netivot 

Shalom says that what makes this story so unbelievable is that Avraham 

never questioned Hashem’s command. All these years, Hashem was 

promising Avraham a son from Sarah. (Hashem even told him what the 

name would be!) Finally, in Chapter 21 of Breisheit (Genesis) when 

Avraham is 100 and Sarah is 90, baby Yitzchak is born! The promise came 

true! There will be a continuation, an inheritor and a future leader of the 

Jewish Nation… exactly as Hashem had said! Avraham makes a party and 

everything is good. And then – in the next Chapter (22) – Hashem tells 

Avraham to take that very son, the one who Hashem Himself promised 

would take over after Avraham… and sacrifice him. What was Avraham’s 

reaction? “And Avraham arose early in the morning… took his son… and 

went to the place of which Hashem had spoken to him” (22:3) No 

questions to Hashem. No complaints. No “this is crazy” comment. He 

could have easily said; “Hashem, I will do whatever you want, but this is 

the son you promised me! You gave him his name and promised that he 

would build this Nation after me… so, how can I now offer him as a 

sacrifice and slit his throat? It doesn’t make sense…” Nobody would have 

said a bad word about Avraham, had he paused a few seconds to ask 

Hashem that question. Yet, Avraham did not ask! Real, unfiltered, pure 

Emunah (faith) in Hashem means doing whatever is required with “Mesirut 

Nefesh” (self-sacrifice) and leaving the questions to the university 

professors. According to the Netivot Shalom, that was the unbelievable act 

of Avraham – even greater than the willingness to sacrifice his son’s life. 

Fast forward about 3,700 years to today. We are in a challenging situation. 

Many people have suffered, and many continue to suffer. Yes, I agree. A 

lot of my friend’s state that the future is uncertain – but it is on this point 

that I beg to differ. The future for our Nation has never been brighter. 

Israel is growing and more Jews are coming home than ever before. The 

“ba’al Teshuva” movement in Israel has exceeded the most optimistic 

expectations with more Jews reconnecting to the Torah than ever before in 

history! We are settling and building the land. We are planting millions of 

trees and building new roads. Of course we have our challenges with the 

Corona pandemic – who doesn’t? – but we will overcome this temporary 

hurdle and continue to grow. 

Therefore, dearest friends; let the Gabbai of your shul worry about how 

many people can daven and let the Rabbi decide whether or not to cover 

the shofar… we have a different job to do. Through our thoughts, actions 

and unwavering Emunah, we must declare to the whole world that Hashem 

is King! Stop focusing on Covid and start focusing on Kavod (honor) 

that is due to Avinu Malkenu (our Father, our King). Turn the 

Corona-Nation into the Coronation of the King. This is our job and we 

need to embrace it and put all our energy into making it happen. 

May we be blessed with a happy and healthy new year and may we bring 

“nachas” to the King of Kings as He looks down and sees His Nation 

smiling, and proud of the responsibility He gave us to be a light unto the 

world and the bearer of His torch.  
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